Middle school teams sweep NBC championships
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By Kevin Gordon

GENOA — Eastwood Middle School swept the team championships Thursday night (May
7) in the Northern Buckeye Conference track and field championships at Genoa High
School.

The girls won the conference championship for the sixth straight season, winning three
events and scoring in 15 of the 16 events. They totaled 142 points in the eight-team meet
to finish ahead of runner-up Oak Harbor with 125 and third-place Otsego with 109.
Maumee was fourth with 87.

The boys dominated their meet, winning five events and totaling 164 points to nearly
double the point total of runner-up Otsego. The Knights were second with 8774, while
Lake was third with 85, Maumee was fourth with 84 and Genoa was fifth with 81.

GIRLS RECAP
In addition to winning three events, the Eagles finished second in seven events and had
two scorers in nine of the 12 individual events.



“We thought it was going to be tight with Oak Harbor and Otsego,” Eastwood coach Chris
Cunningham said. “We didn’t know what was going to happen. We could have been first
or we could have been third. They really had to put it all out there, and they did.

“They really performed well,” Cunningham added. “They had tons of PRs (personal
records) and put it all on the line. It really worked out well for us.”

The top eight finishers in each event scored team points, with the points awarded on a
10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 basis. Teams can enter two athletes in the 12 individual events, and one
team in each of the four relays.

“‘Double scorers in individual events add up to a lot of points,” Cunningham said, referring
to both the girls and boys teams.

The boys had double scorers 10 in events.

“The coaches sit down for a long time and text back and forth about how we can get
double points in those individual events, and it worked out,” Cunningham said. “We’re
very happy with both teams.”

Eastwood’s Sydney Sabo won the 400 in 1:02.71, the seventh-fastest time in NBC history.
Only times, heights and distances from the conference meet are used in compiling the
conference’s all-time lists.

Also for the Eagles, Madelaine Calmes won the 800 in 2:38.90, and Kinsley Henline
cleared 8-0 to win the pole vault.

Henline also finished second in the 800 in 2:39.91, giving the Eagles the maximum 18
points in that event.

Cunningham also praised Lorelei Dulaney and Juliet Brown for having “huge” PRs.
Dulaney was second in the 1,600 in 5:52.56 and Brown was third in the high jump at 4-8,
a six-inch improvement over her previous PR of 4-2. Brown’s PR came on her first
attempt.

“Those were a lot of extra points for us,” Cunningham said.

Also finishing second for Eastwood individually was Ava Miller, who was the runner-up in
the 100 hurdles in 17.24, the 10"-fastest time in NBC history;

The Eagles finished second in all four relays:

* 4x800 — Sabo, ARyah Houtz, Calmes and Henline, 10:43.71, the third-fastest time in
NBC history.

* 4x200 — Emma Oberdick, Brown, Braylin Sheets and Bailee Pirrwitz, 1:56.73, the ninth-
fastest time in NBC history.

* 4x100 — Oberdick, Miller, Adison Taylor and Pirriwtz, 55.03.

* 4x400 — Dulaney, Sheets, Witker and Calmes, 4:35.45.

The NBC championship was Eastwood’s ninth outright, and the Eagles also shared the
title in 2015.

The conference was formed for the 2011-12 academic year. The conference meet was
canceled in 2020 because of Covid-19.



BOYS RECAP

Eastwood repeated its championship of last season and earned the conference title for
the 13" time in 14 seasons.

“We expected the boys to win, but they still had to go out and perform, and they performed
really well,” Cunningham said. “It was a great day for the team all around. We couldn’t
have asked for anything more from them.”

Vincent Opfer and Jackson Boninsegna finished first and second, respectively, in both
the 100 and the 200.

Opfer broke the NBC and school records in winning the 100, and tied the NBC record in
winning the 200.

His time of 11.68 in the 100 broke the conference record of 11.80 set by Rossford’s lan
Teague in 2016 and the school record of 11.74 set by Cody Seifert in 2004 and matched
by Eric Gerwin in 2006. Opfer won the 200 in 24.20 to equal Teague’s record in 2016.
“Vincent had a great day,” Cunningham said.

Boninsegna was the runner-up in the 100 in 12.03 (the fourth-fastest time in conference
history) and the 200 in 25.34.

The Eagles’ other individual winner was Nicholas Agee, who won the 1,600 in 5:19.70.
Eastwood also won two relays.

The 4x800 team of Matthew Ward, Carson Henline, Joshua Finfera and Agee won in
9:57.36, the fourth-fastest time in NBC history.

The 4x100 team of Boninsegna, Brayden Daman, Jaxsen Deanda and Opfer won in
48.92.

Colton Miller had two second-place finishes for Eastwood, the 400 in 1:01.18 and the 800
in 2:23.44.

Also finishing second for Eastwood were: Avett Rollins-Morlock, high jump, 5-2; and
Landon Slates, 110 hurdles, 18.57.

NBC CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS
https://www.baumspage.com/track/trevent.php?peventid=187&table=C



https://www.baumspage.com/track/trevent.php?peventid=187&table=C

